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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5,7,8 and 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ng (US 5,906,450). 

As to claim 1 , Ng discloses a coupling arrangement for enabling fixing of a 
structure member to a body structure member, the coupling arrangement comprising: 

two externally threaded tubes 58,67, one of the externally threaded tubes 
provided in a first end portion A (Figure 8 reprinted below with annotations) of an 
internally threaded passage through a housing 54 and threadedly engaged with the 
internally threaded passage, and another one of the externally threaded tubes provided 
in a second opposite end portion B of the internally threaded passage and threadedly 
engaged with the internally threaded passage, the housing being fixed attachable (via 
connection to threaded tubes 58,67, via rings 66,71) in relation to the structure 
members, wherein a threaded bolt 73 is arranged through the passage and the 
threaded bolt is adapted to connect the body structure member to the structure member 
in a coupling position, from which coupling position the threaded bolt, via inserts 
(respective bores within threaded tubes 58,67) provided in the externally threaded 
tubes, enables adjusting operations of the threaded tubes in opposite directions along 
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the threaded bolt, so that the threaded tubes are adjustable to a respective fixed 
position by turning the threaded bolt (Figure 8). 



As to claim 2, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein the one of the 
threaded tubes 58,67 is arranged left-hand threaded in the first end portion of the 
housing 54 and the one another one of the threaded tubes is arranged right-hand 
threaded in the second opposite end portion of the housing (Figure 8). 

As to claim 3, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein the fixing of the 
coupling arrangement is enabled by operation of the threaded bolt 73 which is 
accessible from the outside of the body structure member (attached to ring 71) relative 
to the coupling arrangement (Figure 8). 

As to claim 4, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein one of the threaded 
tubes 58,67 is a body tensioning tube forming a supporting structure with the housing 
54 for the interior of the body structure in a fixed position (via rings 66,71; Figure 8). 

As to claim 5, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein one of the threaded 
tubes 58,67 is a tolerance absorbing tube capable of forming a supporting structure 
between the coupled structure members (Figure 8). 
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As to claim 7, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein any one of the 
threaded tubes 58,67 and threaded housing 54 is provided with flanges (rings 66,71) for 
support against a structure member (Figure 8). 

As to claim 8, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein the threaded bolt 73 
is arranged to slide against an insert (respective bores within threaded tubes 58,67) of a 
corresponding threaded tube 58,67 when the threaded tube having reached a hard stop 
(inherently, threaded bolt 73 is capable of shearing its threads and sliding within 
threaded tubes 58,67 when a large enough hard stop force acts upon the threaded 
members). 

As to claim 10, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement capable of fixing a first 
structure member to a second structure member in a vehicle, the coupling arrangement 
comprising: 

a housing 54 having an internally threaded passage and being fixedly attachable 
(via connection to threaded tubes 58,67, via rings 66,71) in relation to the structure 
members; 

two externally threaded tubes 58,67 disposed in the internally threaded passage, 
one of the externally threaded tubes provided in a first end portion of the internally 
threaded passage and threadedly engaged with the internally threaded passage, and 
another one of the externally threaded tubes provided in a second opposite end portion 
of the internally threaded passage and threadedly engaged with the internally threaded 
passage; and 
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a threaded bolt 73 arranged through the internally threaded passage, the 
threaded bolt being adapted (via rings 66,71) to connect the first structure member to 
the second structure member in a coupling position, from which coupling position the 
threaded bolt, via inserts (respective bores within threaded tubes 58,67) provided in the 
externally threaded tubes, enables adjusting operations of the threaded tubes in 
opposite directions along the threaded bolt, so that the threaded tubes are adjustable to 
a respective fixed position by turning the threaded bolt (Figure 8). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein the one of the 
threaded tubes 58,67 is arranged left-hand threaded in the first end portion of the 
housing 54 and the another one of the threaded tubes is arranged right-hand threaded 
in the second opposite end portion of the housing (Figure 8). 

As to claim 12, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein the fixing of the 
coupling arrangement is enabled by operation of one threaded bolt 73 which is 
accessible from the outside of the first structure member (attached to ring 71) relative to 
the coupling arrangement (Figure 8). 

As to claim 13, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein one of the 
threaded tubes 58,67 is a body tensioning tube forming a supporting structure with the 
housing 54 for the interior of the first structure member in a fixed position (via rings 
66,71; Figure 8). 

As to claim 14, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein one of the 
threaded tubes 58,67 is a tolerance absorbing tube capable of forming a supporting 
structure between the coupled structure members (Figure 8). 
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As to claim 15, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein any one of the 
threaded tubes 58,67 and threaded housing 54 is provided with flanges (rings 66,71) for 
support against a structure member (Figure 8). 

As to claim 16, Ng discloses a coupling arrangement wherein the threaded bolt 
73 is arranged to slide against an insert (respective bores within threaded tubes 58,67) 
of a corresponding threaded tube 58,37 when the threaded tube having reached a hard 
stop (inherently, threaded bolt 73 is capable of shearing its threads and sliding within 
threaded tubes 58,67 when a large enough hard stop force acts upon the threaded 
members). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 9 is allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

As to claim 9, Ralko et al. (US 6,431,602) discloses the claimed vehicle body 
with the exception of one of the externally threaded tubes being provided in a first end 
portion of an internally threaded passage through a housing and threadedly engaged 
with the internally threaded passage, and another one of the externally threaded tubes 
being provided in a second opposite end portion of the internally threaded passage and 
thereadedly engaged with the internally threaded passage. 

There is no teaching or suggestion, absent the applicants' own disclosure, for 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
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vehicle body as disclosed by Ralko et al. to have the above mentioned elemental 
features. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicants arguments filed August 26, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

As to claims 1 and 10, Attorney argues that: 

Ng does not disclose a coupling arrangement wherein one of the externally 
threaded tubes is provided in a first end portion of an internally threaded passage 
through a housing and threadedly engaged with the internally threaded passage, 
and another one of the externally threaded tubes is provided in a second 
opposite end portion of the internally threaded passage and threadedly engaged 
with the internally threaded passage. 

Examiner disagrees. As to claims 1 and 10, Ng discloses a coupling 
arrangement wherein one of the externally threaded tubes 58,67 is provided in a first 
end portion A of an internally threaded passage through a housing 54 and threadedly 
engaged with the internally threaded passage, and another one of the externally 
threaded tubes is provided in a second opposite end portion B of the internally threaded 
passage and threadedly engaged with the internally threaded passage (Figure 8). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7081. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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